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BACKGROUND
The Lagos State Government has taken a rm stance against Sexual and
Gender Based Violence crimes in the State by providing a strong culture,
policy and procedures for prevention, education, training and
providing support to victims of these crimes. It is against this backdrop
that the Domestic and Sexual Violence Response Team (DSVRT) was set
up to respond promptly to issues of Sexual and Gender Based Violence
in the State.
DSVRT works to reduce social tolerance of Sexual and Gender Based
Violence crimes and educates children, youth and other vulnerable
members of the society about the importance of developing
relationships based on equality and respect. The Team is devoted to
prevention, education and awareness to prevent Sexual and Gender
Based Violence from occurring and works to breakdown the barriers of
disclosure.
Whilst responding to Sexual and Gender Based Violence, most times the
Police is usually the rst point of call for victims of Sexual and Gender
Based Violence crimes. The Police therefore plays a very key and pivotal
role in the success of these cases.
The Police work to ensure the safety of domestic and sexual assault
victims and the general public, conduct investigations, identify and
apprehend suspects, and prepare investigative reports for its
prosecutors.. These reports are based on an evaluation of the facts in
light of the criminal laws outlined in the Criminal Law of Lagos State,
and they are used by prosecutors to determine whether criminal charges
will be led/issued.

impact these measures have on prosecution and conviction may enable
police ofcers and leaders to realize the necessity and benets of
implementing this best practices model for investigating domestic
violence.
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The objectives of the Police are thus to obtain a factual history, collect,
and preserve evidence, and to seek and prove the truth
It must therefore be noted that no additional training is needed for
implementation of these measures because ofcers already are trained,
skilled, and experienced. Police ofcers operationalize these actions
daily across a wide range of criminal investigations. Recognizing the
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

2.0

WHAT IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE?

1.1

Historically, police and prosecutors have viewed battering as a
“family problem”. The criminal justice system created a
gurative "curtain of privacy" to shield husbands who beat their
wives from public view, in the belief that the parties should be
left to work out their "differences" privately.

2.1

1.2

If outside intervention was appropriate, counseling was
preferred over prosecution. In America, it was only in the 1970's
that the criminal justice system -- at the prodding of battered
women and their advocates -- began to treat domestic violence
like other assaults. By the 1980's, prosecutors in some
jurisdictions had initiated special programs for domestic
violence cases.

1.3

In Lagos State, it was the enactment of the Prevention Against
Domestic Violence Law, 2007 (PVAL) that started the discourse
of wife battering, the criminality or otherwise. Whilst the PVAL
does not intend to primarily punish the offender, it is to ensure
adequate protection of the Affected Person. At the federal level,
there is the Violence Against Persons Prohibition Act, 2015 that
adequately deals with and criminalises Domestic Violence.

"Domestic violence" is a general term to describe a range of
behaviour often used by one person to control and dominate
another with whom they have, or have had, a close or family
relationship.
Section 18(g) of PVAL lists the acts that constitute domestic
Violence”. These acts include, but are not limited to the
following:i.
Physical abuse;
ii.
Sexual abuse/exploitation including but not limited to
rape, incest and sexual assault;
iii.
Starvation;
iv.
Emotional, verbal and psychological abuse;
v.
Economic abuse and exploitation;
vi.
Intimidation;
vii.
Harassment;
viii.
Stalking;
ix.
Hazardous attack including acid bath with offensive or
poisonous substances;
x.
Damages to property;
xi.
Entry into the complainant's residence without consent
where the parties do not share the same residence;
xii.
Any other controlling or abusive behavior towards a
complainant, where such conduct harms or may cause
imminent harm to the safety, health or well being of the
complainant; or
xiii.
Deprivation.

3.2

The Interpretation section of PVAL is quite detailed as it denes
some of the acts that will be considered domestic violence.

3.3

For instance, Economic Abuse includes:
“(i) the unreasonable deprivation of economic or nancial
resources to which a complainant is entitled under the law or
which the complainant require out of necessity, including
household necessities for the complainant, and mortgage bond

1.4

The different purposes of criminal prosecution and civil
protection orders can cause battered women to view each very
differently. Criminal court looks to punish for a prior incident,
but civil protection orders, by contrast, focus more on
preventing further abuse, with jail only if the batterer abuses
again. The Prevention Against Domestic Violence Law, 2007 is
therefore a quasi criminal and civil piece of legislation.

1.5 For Domestic Violene, the victim most likely does not want the
abuser to be punished; she just wants the abuse to stop. The civil
protection order warns him that there will be consequences if he
does not end the abuse.
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repayments or payment of rent in respect of the share residence;
or
(ii) the unreasonable disposal or seizure of household effects or
other property in which the complainant has an interest
including any equitable or legal interest.”
3.4

As police ofcers, when prosecuting cases of domestic violence,
and to help us apply our policy on dealing with such cases, we
adopt the following denition: "Any criminal offence arising out
of physical, sexual, psychological, emotional or nancial abuse
by one person against a current or former partner in a close
relationship, or against a current or former family member."

3.5

This denition includes all forms of violent and controlling
behaviour, for example assault, harassment or threats. In most
cases, the relationship will be between current or former
partners; the abuser will be male and the victim female. But our
denition also includes male victims abused by females and
victims of abusive family members.

3.6

We aim to respond appropriately to the needs of all victims of
domestic violence regardless of their gender or that of the
abuser.

4.0

NEED FOR CO-ORDINATION AND COLLABORATION

4.1

Police and Human Services should be able to share information
when investigating Domestic Violence. It is therefore benecial
that all responder agencies work in partnership.

4.2

Lagos State Domestic and Sexual Violence Response
Team



Ofce of the Public Defender



Relevant Non-Governmnetal agencies;
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Ministry of Women Affairs& Poverty Alleviation



Directorate of Citizens' Rights



Community representatives responsible for issues
related to domestic violence; and



Other local service providers.

5.0

INVESTIGATION

5.1

Studies have shown that the likelihood of prosecution improves
by between 66 and 70 percent when an ofcer lists more than one
witness on a domestic violence report.

5.2

The time it takes to interview neighbors, speak to the Emergency
caller (where relevant) who reported the crime, take statements,
or interview children present in the home is worthwhile. It is
difcult to determine who is telling the truth when only the
defendant and victim are interviewed. Witnesses can indicate
which party is more truthful or provide missing information or
evidence that suspects or victims may withhold—such as a car
scratched with a key by an angry partner.

5.3

Children may describe other domestic violence incidents and
could alert the ofcer to evidence from those crimes, perhaps in
the dustbin.

5.4

A child might point out a cracked pool stick used to strike a
parent a few nights earlier or broken glass from a shattered
coffee table. Neighbors could describe specic threats they
overheard or tell an ofcer about a partner who no longer resides
in the home, but who sits in a car across the street for hours or
follows the victim.

6.0

OBTAINING PROTECTIVE ORDERS AS ENVISAGED BY PVAL

6.1

Obtaining an emergency protective order (EPO) can increase the
likelihood of prosecution by 85 to 89 percent and conviction rates

As such, every police ofcer is encouraged to work in
partnership with the following community service providers,
systems and agencies:
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by 100 percent.
6.2

the victim with a weapon or sharp object may incur another
count.

EPOs may inuence prosecution and conviction because of the
trend they set. Even before an ofcer's written report reaches the
reviewing prosecutor, the case has been reviewed by a
magistrate or judge who concluded that sufcient facts exist to
warrant a protective order. This may encourage the prosecutor
to le cases that might otherwise be rejected.

8.0

SUBMITTING REPORTS QUICKLY

8.1

Statistics have shown that if it takes more than 10 days for the
police ofcer's report to get to the prosecutor, the likelihood of
prosecution and conviction drops by 25 percent. If it takes more
than 30 days, the likelihood decreases by 50 percent.

8.2

On the other hand, a hasty investigation prevents ofcers from
locating additional witnesses or taking the time to interview
children. The ofcer may forgo a second or third round of
questioning where developed information may be used to elicit
fuller statements from the victim or suspect. Rushed
investigations may prevent the ofcer from documenting
concurrent, recent, and still-chargeable crimes.
It takes time to search for a suspect who has ed and to take
sufcient photographs of victims, children, the scene, broken
items, and other evidence. Failing to thoroughly investigate
domestic violence crime increases the likelihood that a criminal
case will not be led and victims will not receive justice.

7.0

LISTING MULTIPLE CRIMES

7.1

By far, the single most important optional action a rstresponding police ofcer can take to increase rates of
prosecution and criminal conviction for domestic violence crime
is to include other viable charges in the written report.

7.2

When a police ofcer's report indicates that more than one crime
occurred, the prosecution likelihood improves by between 260
and 300 percent, while the conviction likelihood grows by 140 to
150 percent.

8.3

80% of domestic violence cases are led as misdemeanors and
between 93 and 98 percent of all criminal cases are resolved
through a plea bargain. An investigation that recommends a
single misdemeanor charge has little chance of being prosecuted
or resulting in a criminal conviction. A prosecutor does not have
much negotiating room with such a case—the allegation cannot
be reduced, and there are no other counts to trade for a guilty
plea. On the other hand, if the ofcer has identied other viable
charges, the prosecutor has more exibility when negotiating.
Taking the time to ask questions about the recent past may
uncover additional offenses and lead to more charges.

Investigative actions that increase prosecution and conviction rates
v
Obtain photographs of victims, witnesses, and the scene.
v
Locate and interview multiple witnesses and interview
children in the home.
v
Obtain an emergency protective order (EPO).
v
Locate and arrest the suspect.
v
Identify and list other possible, viable charges in the written report.

7.3

7.4

Other crimes often coincide with domestic violence. As
previously mentioned, child abuse may have occurred. If
anything was thrown, crushed, broken, or otherwise damaged,
the ofcer could add vandalism. A suspect who threatens to kill
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9.0

DIFFERENT APPROACHES TO BE TAKEN BY OFFICERS

Prosecutors should be prepared to take a variety of approaches in their
dealings with victims, and all of these actions should be taken for the
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purposes of helping to restore some of what she has lost by being
battered, and letting her know that prosecution can help to end the
battering. Two such approaches are:
Approach 1 .

Try to establish a "partnership" with the battered woman. For
example, it is not uncommon for battered women to appear in
court the morning after the assault, asking that the charge be
dropped. Rather than be annoyed, the prosecutor can view this
as an excellent opportunity to make early contact with the
battered woman and to establish a good rapport.






Meeting with a battered woman early in the criminal court
process can result in more women participating in the process.
The "unwilling witness" problem can be avoided by taking the
time to explain the steps of the criminal system process to her.
She should also be provided with information about community
resources which can provide her with support or protection:
such as shelter, public assistance, or seeing a victim advocate;
and the police should facilitate her contact and use of these
service in line with the PVAL.
The prosecutor, ideally with a victim advocate, should always
work to nd common ground with the victim at this early stage
of the proceedings. A battered woman may think that the
prosecutor expects her to "leave the batterer," as so many others
have probably expected of her. The prosecutor can make it clear
that the decision about the relationship is her business, not the
prosecutor's. The message to convey is that both she and the
prosecutor share the goal of ending the violence in her life.
The criminal process gives the batterer the opportunity to admit
his guilt. The court can assume the responsibility that she has
shouldered alone of holding him accountable for changing his
behavior. Court-ordered programs for batterers can provide him
the opportunity for "counseling" which she likely has hoped he
would pursue.
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As the battered woman and prosecutor explore common
ground, the goal should be to "agree to disagree" when
necessary. For instance, if a prosecutor believes that jail time is
appropriate and the battered woman disagrees, the prosecutor
can tell the victim that she can provide independent input about
case disposition to the magistrate/ judge at time of sentencing by
means of victim allocution.

Approach 2 .

Proceed with the case without the victim's testimony if she
becomes an unavailable or hostile witness. Many battered
women will testify when they have information and support
throughout the process. However, since not all do, the
prosecutor must be prepared to proceed with every case without
victim testimony.


If the police and prosecutor know the reasons why victims do
not testify, they should be prepared -- in every case -- for the
eventuality that she may become absent or hostile at any time.



Therefore, police and prosecutors should build their cases so
that they can be proved without the testimony of the battered
woman. When necessary, expert testimony can be used to
explain the victim's absence or hostility.

10.0


USING NEW MEASURES OF "SUCCESS"
If prosecutors cling to conviction or dismissal rates, or the
gratitude of a cooperative witness as measures of success in
domestic abuse work, they may set themselves up for failure.
Prosecutors can get convictions in these cases if they use special
techniques for working with victims or investigating and
developing evidence.



But another measure is more indicative of the success of
prosecutorial intervention into domestic violence -- that battered
women feel that the criminal justice system is available to them if
and when they need to use it in the future. This is accomplished,
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whether or not there is a conviction, when battered women
receive support and information throughout the process and
when they are not punished for being absent from the process or
for being hostile toward it.
11.0

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INVESTIGATION CHECKLIST-

Victim
1.

Describe the victim's location upon arrival. Administer rst aid
to the victim.

4.

Describe the suspect's emotional condition.

5.

Describe the suspect's physical condition.

6.

Document the suspect's injuries in detail.

7.

Document evidence of substance or chemical abuse by suspect.

8.

Interview the suspect.

9.

Obtain a photograph of the suspect if not present for
identication and arrest purposes.

Witness

2.

Document statements made by the victim. Describe the victim's
emotional condition.

1.

Interview the reporting party.

2.

Identify all witnesses and interview separately.

3.

Describe the victim's physical condition.

3.

List names and ages of children present.

4.

Document the victim's injuries.

4.

Interview the children.

5.

Physically separate the victim and suspect in different rooms
and interview.

5.

Document names and addresses of emergency personnel.

6.

Document the victim's injuries in detail.

6.

Document name of treating physician in emergency room.

7.

Make note of the victim's relationship to the suspect.

Evidence

8.

Document history of abuse.

1.

Photograph the crime scene.

9.

Note any temporary restraining or other court orders or any
Memorandum of Undertaking previously signed by the suspect
and the victim.

2.

Take "full body" photograph of the suspect.

3.

Photograph the victim's injuries.

4.

Retake photos 48-72 hours later.

5.

Photograph the suspect's injuries.

6.

Seize all weapons used.

7.

Obtain copy of emergency call tape. (if any)

8.

Attach related reports, photographs, and evidence to
investigation copy.

9.

Obtain medical history.

10.

11.

Give victim required written information on local resources for
victims of domestic violence and explain what will happen to the
police's report.
Document any temporary address or telephone number of the
victim.

Suspect
1.

Describe the suspect's location upon arrival.

2.

Administer rst aid to the suspect. (if necessary)

3.

Document any statements or admissions made by the suspect.
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Interviewing the Victim:

2.

Conduct the interview in a place that is comfortable for the child.

1.

Interview the victim separately from the batterer.

3.

2.

Ask only one question at a time, and wait for the answer. Listen carefully
to the victim's answers, and do not interrupt. Allow her to describe the
incident in her own terms, and then ask clarifying questions.

Attempt to place yourself on the child's level by sitting or
kneeling.

4.

Begin the interview with non-threatening questions.

5.

Avoid suggesting responses to questions.

6.

Understand that children may feel responsible for what
happened, or guilty about telling the police about the incident.
Reassure children that you only want to help and that they
would not be doing anything wrong by talking about what
happened.

12.0

Initial Response Procedures

3.

If she is shaking or crying, acknowledge this. Be prepared for her
to be angry, as well.

4.

Remember that victims may often use minimizing language to
describe extreme acts of violence. Follow up by asking them to
expand on what they just said.

5.

Ask the victim about any history of abuse, whether it was
reported or not. Remember that victims may not remember all
instances of abuse; they are more likely to remember the rst, the
last, and the worst incidents.

6.

7.

Be patient and reassuring, and try to avoid unnecessary
pressure. The victim may feel a combination of both fear of and
loyalty to the suspect.
Do not judge victims and listen with non-blaming feedback. Try
to avoid making assumptions about the situation or her
experience.

8.

Resist giving your personal opinion about what the victim
should do.

9.

Reassure her that she is not to blame and that help is available.

10.

Ask the victim whether she has injuries that are not apparent.
Sometimes, it may be necessary to ask an open-ended question,
such as: “Where did he put his hands?”

11.

Conclude the interview in such a manner that the victim feels
comfortable contacting the investigator again.

Interviewing Children:
1.

Interview children outside the presence of their parents.
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Best practice includes the following:


Follow Police Service policy regarding entry into residence to
check on the welfare of a person;



Follow Police Service policy regarding ofcer safety;



Upon arrival:
Separate the parties;
Assist any party in obtaining medical assistance, if necessary;
Locate children at the scene and ensure they are provided with
appropriate support/assistance in compliance with the Child's
Rights Law, 2007;
Preserve evidence; and
Make detailed notes, including the actions, utterances and
injuries of all parties involved.

a.
b.
c.

d.
e.

13.0

DECISION TO PROSECUTE

I.

First tet- Evidential Test
a.
Police Prosecutors must rst be satised that there is
enough evidence to provide a "realistic prospect of a
conviction against each defendant on each charge". This
means that a magistrate, or a judge, properly directed in
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b.

accordance with the law, is more likely than not to
convict the defendant of the charge alleged.
For there to be a conviction in a criminal court, we have to
prove the case so that the court is sure of guilt.

ii. Second test — the public interest test
a.
If the case does not pass the rst test (the evidential test), it must
not go ahead, no matter how important or serious it may be.
b.

c.

If the case does pass the evidential test, it must then decide if a
prosecution is needed in the public interest. A prosecution will
usually take place unless "there are public interest factors
tending against prosecution which clearly outweigh those
tending in favour".
When considering the public interest test, one of the factors the
Police should always take into account is "the consequences for
the victim of the decision whether or not to prosecute, and any
views expressed by the victim or the victim's family".

14.0

IS THERE ENOUGH EVIDENCE TO PROSECUTE?

1.

Domestic violence nearly always happens in private. The victim
is often the only witness. This means that unless the defendant
pleads guilty, or there is strong supporting evidence, it will
usually be necessary for the victim to give evidence in court. We
know that some victims will nd this very difcult and may
need practical and emotional support which agencies such as
Victim Support or the Witness Service can give. Contact details
for some of these agencies are given at Annex C.

2.

We will not automatically assume that calling the victim is the
only way to prove a case. We will actively consider what other
evidence may be available, either to support the victim's
evidence or as an alternative to the victim's evidence.

3.

If it is necessary to call the victim, we will consider all options
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available to us to help victims give their best evidence in court.
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE VICTIM WITHDRAWS SUPPORT FOR
THE PROSECUTION OR NO LONGER WISHES TO GIVE EVIDENCE?
I.
The interests of the victim must always be the paramount
consideration when deciding where the public interest lies. The
police must however remember that we prosecute cases on
behalf of the public at large and not just in the interests of any
particular individual.
ii.

There are often difculties in striking this balance. The views and
interests of the victim are important but they cannot be the nal
word on the subject of prosecution. The acts of an individual
have to be put into the context of the wider society.

iii.

In cases of domestic violence, if the evidential test is passed and
the victim is willing to give evidence, we will almost always
prosecute.

iv.

If the victim withdraws support for the prosecution but we have
enough evidence to proceed, we have to decide whether or not to
prosecute.

SOME EXAMPLES OF WHAT HELPS US TO DECIDE THIS ARE:
1.
The seriousness of the offence;
2.
The victim's injuries — whether physical or psychological;
3.
If the defendant used a weapon;
4.
If the defendant has made any threats since the attack;
5.
If the defendant planned the attack;
6.
The effect (including psychological) on any children living in the
household;
7.
The chances of the defendant offending again;
8.
The continuing threat to the health and safety of the victim or
anyone else who is, or may become, involved;
9.
The current state of the victim's relationship with the defendant;
10.
The effect on that relationship of continuing with the
prosecution against the victim's wishes;
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11.
12.

The history of the relationship, particularly if there has been any
other violence in the past;
The defendant's criminal history, particularly any previous
violence.

circumstances of the particular case. Here are some examples of typical
bail conditions imposed by courts:
v
The defendant must not contact, either directly or indirectly, a
named person or persons. This means no contact whatsoever,
including by telephone, letter or through another person, e.g. the
defendant cannot get a relative to make contact on his behalf.

The charges in domestic violence cases should reect the seriousness
and persistence of the defendant's behaviour, the provable intent of the
defendant and the severity of the injury suffered by the victim. They
must give the court the power to impose a suitable sentence and must
help us to present the case clearly and simply.

v

The longer the delay, the longer the victim will be at risk and under
pressure. We will make sure that cases involving domestic violence are
not delayed without very good reason. We will do our best to ensure that
the victim is kept informed of the reasons for any delay in the
proceedings.

The defendant must not go to a named place.
This is usually a specic address, but may also be a street, a town,
an area. Sometimes the court will say that the defendant must
not go within a specied distance of a place, e.g. within half a
mile of a particular Road.

v

The defendant must reside at a named address. This means live
and sleep each night there.

v

The defendant must report to a named police station on a given
day or days at a given time. For example, every weekday
morning at 8.30am.

v

The defendant must abide by a curfew between certain specied
hours.
This means remain indoors, for example, from 9pm until 8am.

v

The defendant must provide a security to the court.

v

If it is thought that the defendant might not attend the next court
hearing, the court can order that a set sum of money be paid into
the court. If the defendant does fail to attend the next hearing
then the money can be forfeited.

v

The defendant must provide a surety.

v

A friend or relative must agree to ensure that the defendant
attends court, or the friend or relative could lose a specied sum
of money.

BAIL
To protect the victim or witnesses from the risk of danger, threats,
pressure or other acts by the defendant which might obstruct the course
of justice, we may ask for the defendant to be kept in custody or we may
ask the court to impose conditions on the bail.
The court can only agree if we are able to show that there are substantial
grounds for withholding bail as set out in the Bail Act.
Furthermore, a court can remand a defendant in custody or grant bail,
with or without conditions attached. Before the rst court hearing, the
police can also retain a defendant in custody or grant bail, with or
without conditions attached, but your powers to do so are more limited
than the court's.
Conditions can only be imposed to ensure that the defendant attends the
next court hearing, commits no new offences in the meantime, and does
not interfere with any witnesses or obstruct the course of justice.
Examples of bail conditions imposed by courts:A court can impose any condition that seems appropriate in the
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Sometimes, for practical reasons, there are exceptions attached to the
condition. For example:
The defendant must not go to a named place except:
—
to attend court;
—
to see their lawyer by prior appointment;
—
to collect their belongings at an appointed time and
accompanied by a police ofcer or other specied person;
—
to see the children, under supervision, at a specied time.
BREACHING BAIL CONDITIONS
1.
If the defendant breaches bail conditions, the police can arrest
the defendant and the court can remand the defendant in
custody.
2.

Sometimes, despite bail conditions that say, for example, a
defendant cannot contact the victim or return home, the victim
contacts the defendant or invites or allows the defendant to
return home.

There are all kinds of reasons why victims sometimes do this, but if the
defendant responds in such a way as to continue the contact, then the
defendant is breaching bail conditions because the police or the court
have not released the defendant from the conditions of bail they
imposed.
It does not matter that the victim has agreed to the contact; the victim is
not subject to the bail conditions, the defendant is.
The defendant is responsible for complying with any conditions
imposed by the police or the court until released from those conditions
by the police or court.
BINDING OVER
1.
A "bind over" is an order that the court can make when it
considers that the defendant may offend again in the future. The
defendant must agree to behave properly for a period of time.
The courts can make a "binding over order" at the same time as
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2.

3.

they impose other penalties. But there must be enough evidence
to justify making the order.
If we have information that shows there is a risk of the behaviour
recurring, the Police may apply for a binding over order in cases
where the victim withdraws support and we decide to stop the
case. This may be the only option open to us to obtain some
future protection for the victim in such cases, but we must still
have sufcient evidence to support our application.
Sometimes a defendant may offer to be bound over if we will
agree to drop the charges. We will not agree to this without
carefully considering what might happen and whether it would
be in the public interest to do so. We are less likely to accept such
offers in cases involving serious violence.

EXAMPLES OF BEHAVIOUR
v
Pressurising a victim/witness to "drop the case" or not to give
evidence.
v
Physical violence, with or without weapons, inc: punching,
slapping, pushing, kicking, headbutting, hair-pulling.
v
Violence resulting in death.
v
Violence resulting in miscarriage.
v
Choking, strangling, suffocating.
v
Spitting at a person.
v
Threatening with an article used as a weapon e.g. a knife, tool,
telephone, chair.
v
Throwing articles, e.g. cutlery, even if they miss their target.
v
Tying someone up.
v
Threatening to kill someone.
v
Threats to cause injury.
v
Threats seriously to damage or undermine social status.
v
Damaging or destroying property or threatening to damage or
destroy property.
v
Locking someone in a room or house or preventing them from
leaving.
v
Preventing someone from visiting relatives or friends.
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POSSIBLE OFFENCES
v
Witness intimidation, obstructing the course of justice,
conspiracy to pervert the course of justice.
v
Threats to kill, harassment. Common assault, affray, threatening
behaviour*.
v
Murder, manslaughter.
v
Procuring a miscarriage or abortion.
v
Common assault, actual/grievous bodily harm, attempting to
choke, strangle or suffocate.
v
Threats to kill, affray, threatening behaviour.
v
Common assault, actual bodily harm, false imprisonment.
Common assault, actual/grievous bodily harm, wounding,
attempted murder.
v
Harassment, blackmail.
v
Criminal damage, threatening to cause criminal damage.
v
False imprisonment, actual bodily harm.
v
Harassment, actual bodily harm.
v
Blackmail, harassment.
v
Rape, indecent assault.
v
Improper use of public telecommunication systems, malicious
communications
v
Common assault, actual bodily harm, grievous bodily harm,
administering poison.
v
Child cruelty.
v
Kidnap .
v
Blackmail, harassment, common assault, actual/grievous
bodily harm.
** Actual physical or mental harm must be proved to have resulted from
the behaviour.

APPENDIX 1:

RELEVANT GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

1. Office of the Public Defender2/8 Iyun Street, Stadium/Barracks Bus Stop
Surulere
2. Ministry of Women Affairs and Poverty Alleviation Block 18
The Secretariat
Alausa

3. Ministry of Youth and Social Development- 08055902175
Block 18
The Secretariat
Alausa
4, Lagos State Judiciary
Head, Family Court
Lagos State High Court
Ikeja
5. Directorate of Citizens' Rights- 08029293003
st
1 Floor
Ministry of Justice
Block 2
The Secretariat
Alausa
08023001646

Listed below are contact details for some of the organisations that
provide help or information to victims of domestic violence. They
should be able to give contact details for local organisations.
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08129460800
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CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS

MODEL POLICE STATIONS

Womens' Rights and Health Project (WRAHP)- 08125346052
196 Ejigbo Egbe Road
by Ilepo Bus Stop
Ejigbo

Family Support Unit, Isokoko Police Station
Isokoko Police Station- Isokoko

Project Alert on Violence Against Women-08033047711
21, Akinsanya Street, Off Isheri Road,
Taiwo Bus Stop (Behind FRSC)
Ojodu-Berger
God's Home for Women Foundation3, Tola Sonoiki Street,
Ikeja, GRA

08027775001

Legal Defence and Assistance Project (LEDAP) - 08053779433
11b, Christ Avenue, Off Admiralty Road
Lekki Phase 1, Lagos
Community Women's Rights Foundation - 08033009523
Igbogbo Ikorodu
Plot 12, Agudindu Street
Off Selewu Road, Igbogbo

Family Support Unit, Ilupeju Police Station
Ilupeju Police Station- Ilupeju
Family Support Unit, Adeniji Adele Police Station
Adeniji Adele Police Station- Lagos Island
Family Support Unit, Festac Police Station
Festac Police Station- Festac
Family Support Unit, Alakuko Police Station
Alakuko Police Station - Alakuko
Family Support Unit, Ketu Police Station
Ketu Police Station- Ketu
Family Support Unit, Ikorodu Police Station
Ikorodu Police Station- Ikorodu
Family Support Unit, Ajah Police Station
Ajah Police Station-Ajah

WOMEN ARISE FOR CHANGE INITIATIVE-08023154585
26, Adebowale Street, Ojodu
Sabo, Lagos
Mirabel Centre-08187516199
Lagos State University Teaching Hospital (LASUTH)
GRA, Ikeja
LAGOS STATE GENDER ADVOCACY TEAM (LASGAT)-08033060133
C/O State Accountability and Voice Initiative
8 Sadiku Street
Agidingbi, Ikeja
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OTHER INFORMATION SERVICES
Lagos State Domestic and Sexual Violence Response Team 0813-796-0048
Office of the Coordinator
Room 308, Ministry of Justice
Block 2, The Secretariat
Alausa- Ikeja
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PREPARED BY THE LAGOS STATE DOMESTIC AND SEXUAL
VIOLENCE RESPONSE TEAM
Rushed investigations may prevent the officer from documenting concurrent,
recent, and still-chargeable crimes.
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