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The Lagos State Government has declared zero tolerance for all forms of   
Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) crimes by enacting laws and 
formulating  policies all geared towards prevention, response and providing 
support to survivors of domestic and sexual violence.

In demonstration of the State Government’s resolve to eradicating this 
menace, the Lagos State Domestic and Sexual Violence Agency (DSVA) was 
established to ensure total eradication of Sexual and Gender Based Violence 
in the State. 

As part of the Lagos State Government’s e�orts in providing holistic 
response to issues of SGBV, it is necessary that we simplify the relevant 
laws on Domestic and Sexual Violence; which include Protection Against 
Domestic Violence Law, 2015, Criminal Law of Lagos State 2015 and the 
Domestic and Sexual Violence Agency Law, 2021. 

It is our utmost desire that anybody who reads this booklet will easily 
understand the provisions of the relevant laws and be guided accordingly.

May, 2022

Lagos State Domestic and Sexual Violence Agency

INTRODUCTION



The Protection Against Domestic Violence Law (PADVL), which 
came into force on  the 18th of May 2007 is to provide protection for 

anybody in a domestic relationship and also prevent domestic violence 
from happening where there is a threat of violence.

THE PROTECTION 
AGAINST DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE LAW

2007



Acts that constitute 
Domestic Violence
Section 18(g) of the law lists di�erent acts that constitute Domestic 
Violence include:

Physical abuse

Sexual abuse/ exploitation 
including but not limited to 

rape, incest and sexual assault

Starvation

Emotional, verbal and 
psychological abuse



Intimidation

Harassment

Stalking

Hazardous attack including 
acid bath with o�ensive or 

poisonous substances

Economic abuse ( unreasonable
deprivation of economic or �nancial 
resources) and exploitation



Entry into the complainant’s residence 
without consent where the parties do 
not share the same residence

Any other controlling or abusive 
behavior towards a complainant, 
where such conduct harms or may cause 
imminent harm to the safety, health or 
well being of the complainant

Deprivation

Damages to property



The parties be married (under 
the law or native law and 
custom)

Who can apply for 
assistance under the Law
For anyone to bring an action under this law, parties (victim and perpetrator) 
must be in one or more of the following kinds of relationships; 

Cohabiting 

Housemaids, domestic sta� 
or housekeepers



Section 2(3) of the law encourages other individuals to bring an application 
on behalf of a victim of domestic violence. Such individuals empowered by 
the law include:-
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In this regard, these individuals have been empowered by the law to �le an 
application for Domestic Violence on behalf of the victim as long as he or 
she consents. However consent of the victim will not be 
necessary where it involves the following persons: a minor, a 
mentally retarded or insane person, an unconscious person 
and a party who does not want to give consent out of fear or 
because the court may refuse the application and what might 
happen if the application is granted.  

HOW TO APPLY
The law provides that any case of domestic violence can be commenced in 
either a Magistrate Court or a High Court of the State.

HOW A PROTECTION ORDER IS GRANTED
Where the application made is seen to be urgent, the court can grant a 
temporary protection order’ to a victim before the application is properly 
heard in court. Such order is known as an ‘Interim Protection Order. 

The law provides situations where an interim order can be granted to 
include:

where the abuser is committing or has 
committed an act of domestic violence   

A copy of the application along with the 
temporary protection order will be served 
on the abuser.

     where undue hardship may be su�ered 
     by the victim as a result of the domestic 
     violence 

1.

2.

3.



DIFFERENT ORDERS THE COURT CAN MAKE
The court is empowered to grant an order protecting the applicant 
and such order shall be served on the abuser.
Such orders include:

An order to stop the abuser from further 
committing any act of Domestic Violence

An order prohibiting the abuser from enlisting 
the help of another person to commit such act

An order restraining the abuser from 
entering the victim’s place of work

An order restraining the abuser from entering 
the residence shared with the complainant

An order compelling a police o�cer to 
accompany the victim to a speci�c place/home 
for the collection of personal properties.
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The court can also grant certain maintenance 
orders, which include but not limited to-

The Court can also make Orders as to the custody of a child having 
considered what is in the best interest of the child.

Payment of 
house rent 

or mortgage

Feeding 
allowance

School fees 
for the 

children

Monthly 
expense 

allowance



Role of the Police

Role of Social Workers

A Police o�cer may without warrant of arrest, 
arrest any domestic violence perpetrator at the 
scene of the violence, enforce all orders made by 
the court and bring an application to court on 
behalf of a Complainant. 

Under this law, it is the duty of social workers to 
counsel, monitor and follow upon the parties to a 
domestic violence case from the time when the 
court gives an order until such an order is vacated.

O�ences
The law provides that where a party disobeys any 
Order made by a court, shall be guilty of an 
o�ence and liable to a �ne of N100,000 or 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding 5 years 
or to both such �ne and imprisonment.

Social workers include but are not limited to- Guidance Counselors, 
Health Care o�cers, psychologists and psychoanalysts, career 
counselors etc.



CRIMINAL 
LAW OF 
LAGOS STATE

The Criminal Law of Lagos State, 2015 provide rules on criminal 
conduct, regulate public order, promote an orderly society and 
protect lives and property. 



SEXUAL OFFENCES 
PROVIDED FOR UNDER 
THE LAW

Indecent Acts
Any person who deliberately and 
without a lawful reason performs 
an indecent act in public if found 
guilty will be sentenced to prison 
for 2 years.

Indecent
treatment

of a child
Any person who indecently deals 
with a child if found guilty will be 
sentenced to prison for 7 years. 

Where a person goes ahead to 
commit an indecent act or gets 
another to commit such act in 
public the person will be 
sentenced to prison for 3 years if 
found guilty.   Defilement of 

a Child

Any person who has unlawful 
sexual intercourse with a child will 

be sentenced to prison for life. 

Sexual Assault 
by Penetration

Any person who sexually penetrates any opening in the body of another 
person with a part of his body without permission of the person if found 
guilty will be imprisoned for life.

Rape
Any person who has unlawful 

sexual intercourse with a woman 
or girl without her consent (not 
obtained by force or threat) is 
guilty of the o�ence of RAPE. 

Such person is found guilty will 
be sentenced to prison for life. 

Section 136

Section 134

Section 137

Section 260

Section 261



Attempt

Attempting to commit the o�ence 
of rape or sexual assault by 
penetration makes a person guilty 
of an o�ence. The person if found 
guilty will be sentenced to prison 
for fourteen years. 

Sexual
Harassment

Sexual Harassment is any 
unwelcome sexual advances, 

request for sexual favours or any 
visual, verbal or physical conduct 

of a sexual nature. Any person who 
is involved in any of these acts and 
if found guilty would be sentenced 

to prison for 3 years.

Bestiality

Any person who has sexual intercourse with an animal is guilty of an 
o�ence known as Bestiality. The person if found guilty will be sentenced 
to prison for 3 years. 

Causing a
person to
engage in

sexual activity
without consent

A person who causes another 
to engage in any sexual activity 

without the other person’s consent 
if found guilty will be sentenced to 

prison for 5 years.  

Sexual
Assault

Any person who sexually touches 
another person without consent 
with any part of the body or with 
anything else, if found guilty will 
be sentenced to prison for 3 years.

Section 262

Section 264 Section 265

Section 267

Section 263



It is an o�ence for anyone to take 
away, detain a female of any age   
against her will with the intent to 
marry or have sexual intercourse 
with her. Any person found guilty 
will be sentenced to prison for 7 

years.  

In a situation where the girl is 
under the age of eighteen years 

and a person takes her out of 
custody or protection of her parent 

or guardian, the guilty party will 
sentenced to prison for ten years.

Abduction
Section 268-269



THE 
DOMESTIC 
AND SEXUAL 
VIOLENCE 
AGENCY LAW



The Domestic and Sexual Violence Agency Law came into force on the 
20th of September, 2021. The law amongst other things establishes the 
Lagos State Domestic and Sexual Violence Agency and the Sex O�enders 
Register.

The purpose of this law is to protect survivors of domestic, sexual and 
gender based violence from all forms of discrimination, stigmatization and 
ensure that they have access to medical legal and counselling assistance. 

The law further provides for a Gender Based Violence Desk in every Local 
Government in Lagos State to enable people report cases of sexual and 
gender based violence.  



OFFENCES THAT ARE 
PROVIDED FOR UNDER 
THE LAW

Child
Pornography

Any person that watches any 
sexual content of a child is guilty 
of an o�ence called Child 
Pornography and if found guilty 
will be sentenced to prison for up 
to 14 years. 

Any person who goes ahead to 
produce, share or produce the 
sexual image of a child will be 
sentenced to prison for 7 years.  

Any person who also conspires 
with others to commit the o�ence 
of child pornography will be 
sentenced to prison for 4 years. 

Custodial
Sexual Assault

Any person who is a police o�cer, 
public servant, management or 
sta� of a correctional institution, 
remand home, orphanage, hospital 
who has sexual intercourse with 
a person in custody commits an 
o�ence known as Custodial Sexual 
Assault. Such person if found guilty 
will be sentenced to prison for 14 
years.

Sexual favour 
in exchange for 
grades

Any lecturer that has sexual 
intercourse in exchange for 
grades with a student and if guilty 
will be sentenced to prison for at 
least 3 years in addition to any 
other disciplinary action taken by 
the school. 



Frustrating
Investigation

Any person who destroys, falsi�es 
a document with the intention of 
scamming others or to frustrate 
an investigation will be sentenced 
to prison for not less than 3 years 
or will pay a �ne not more than 
N200,000.  

Willfully 
Making False 
Statement

Any person who deliberately 
makes a false statement (whether 
oral or written) while testifying in 
court will be sentenced to prison 
for not more than 3 years or made 
to pay a �ne of N750,000.00. 

Incest

Having sexual intercourse with 
another person of the same blood 
with or without consent is an 
o�ence called INCEST. Anyone 
found guilty of this o�ence will be 
sentenced to prison for 5 years. 

Where the parties involved 
consent to the incest and the 
consent was not obtained by 
threat or violence, the parties if 
found guilty will be sentenced 
to prison for 3 years without an 
option of �ne. 

Concealment 
of Sexual 
Offence

Any person who deliberately 
conceals any sexual o�ence will 
be sentenced to prison for 3 years 
imprisonment.

False Reports

A person who gives false 
information to a law enforcement 
o�cer with intention of 
implicating another, if found guilty 
will be sentenced to prison for not 
more than 3 years or be mandated 
to pay a �ne of N750,000. 



SIMPLIFIED VERSION of
RELEVANT LAWS ON

SEXUAL AND GENDER BASED
VIOLENCE IN LAGOS STATE

@dsvalagos
www.dsvrtlagos.org 08000333333

To report domestic or sexual violence please call


